
Needham High School

Save the date!

Friday, September 8 - 
Fermata Nowhere A Capella 
info session 2:30 - Chorus 
Room


Saturday, September 9 - 
Boy’s soccer team car wash at 
NHS 9:00am-2:00pm


Tuesday, September 12 - 
Deadline to submit parking 
permit applications (Seniors)


Tuesday, September 12 - 
NHS Theater Department info 
session 3pm - NHS Auditorium


Thursday, September 14 - 
Senior Family Night 
6:30-8:30pm over Zoom


Friday, September 15 - 
Picture Day 


Monday, September 25 -         
No school (Yom Kippur)


Thursday, September 28 - 
Open House - Meet your 
student’s teachers! 6:30-8:30 
pm


Saturday, September 30 - 
NHS Boosters Club’s Sticker 
Drive Begins


NEWS FROM THE HILL 

September 7, 2023



	 	

REQUEST FOR REDUCTION OF FEES FORM

Please complete this form, if your family is 

experiencing financial hardship and you would 
like to be considered for a reduction of school 

related fees.

The PSAT is Coming to Needham High! 

For 11th and 10th graders: 


-The PSAT will be offered at Needham High School on Saturday, October 14th. The test 
starts at 8:00 am, with student entry/check-in from 7:30-8:00am.

-For juniors, the results are used for National Merit (NMSQT) Scholarship eligibility (non-
juniors are not considered for NMSQT eligibility).

-Payment and registration through MySchoolBucks.

-Cost $34

-Registration is open in MySchoolBucks from Sept 5th - October 1st.

-For any issues paying through MySchoolBucks or requests for Fee Waivers, please see 
Mr. Grannan in the Guidance Office or email will_grannan@needham.k12.ma.us. 

-If testing with a fee waiver you do not register through MySchoolBucks.  Mr Grannan will 
register you manually after you contact him with the Fee Waiver request.

-The PSAT this year is DIGITAL.  Learn more about the NEW Digital PSAT from 
the College Board @ https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/preparing.  

-Students may use personal computers or school issued Chromebooks to take 
the PSAT.  PSAT uses the Bluebook application for the exam.  Students with school 
issued Chromebooks should already see it in their list of applications.  To download 
Bluebook on your own device, go to this Bluebook link.

-To test with accommodations, students must have official approval from the 
CollegeBoard.  You can contact Mr. Grannan if you have any questions regarding 
CollegeBoard approved accommodations.  If approved, the accommodations will be built 
into the digital administration on test day.

The link for PSAT payment on MySchoolBucks: https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/
prdembd?ref=ZZIGDR6JPK0P6OK_ZZIPU92TQA0OD3M


Take care .... Mr Grannan


Updated PSAT information:

mailto:will_grannan@needham.k12.ma.us
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/preparing
https://bluebook.collegeboard.org/students/download-bluebook
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/prdembd?ref=ZZIGDR6JPK0P6OK_ZZIPU92TQA0OD3M
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/prdembd?ref=ZZIGDR6JPK0P6OK_ZZIPU92TQA0OD3M
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/prdembd?ref=ZZIGDR6JPK0P6OK_ZZIPU92TQA0OD3M
https://forms.gle/TtkMLFuHJsVuABcy8


SNAP Parent Portal for Health Services


We ask Needham Families to update your child’s medical information each year in the 
Alerts and Conditions Tab and to give permission for Over-The-Counter Medication in 
the Medication Tab. This current information is important for nurses to be able to best 
care for your child. This update in SNAP is taking the place of the nurse form in 
PowerSchool.
The SNAP Health Parent Portal is an online platform that gives you direct access to your 
student’s school health record, permissions, and direct communication with nurses.
You can use the SNAP Health Portal to:

• Give permission for your child to have Over-the-counter medications during this 
school year including Tylenol/Acetaminophen, Motrin/ibuprofen, bacitracin, Caladryl, 
Cough drops [8 years and up], Hydrocortisone, and Antacid/TUMS. This permission 
must be given each school year. 


• Inform the nurses of medical conditions, alerts, and medication

• Send secure messages directly to the nurses

• Upload a copy of your child’s physical exam forms, orders, or documents

• Access Needham Public School medical forms 


Parents/Guardians receive an email from SNAP Parent Portal (from: noreply@studentehr.com) 
with login instructions including a username and password. Once registered, see instructions 
below.
• SNAP Health Parent Portal Log in: Click www.studentehr.com to log into the SNAP 

Health Parent Portal.

◦ If you forget your password, please click "Forgot Password?" under the password 

box to reset.

◦ IMPORTANT: Email notifications sent from the Nursing Department via the SNAP 

Health Portal will come from the email address noreply@studentehr.com.


• Another way to access the SNAP Parent Portal: Log on through your parent 
PowerSchool Account and choose the SNAP/PSNI button in the upper right corner of 
your parent PowerSchool Account


You may navigate through the following sections which are found on the left side of the 
SNAP dashboard. Instructions for each of the Health Record Left Sided Tabs are as 
follows:

Demographics/Contacts Tab:
• Demographic updates need to be done in the PowerSchool platform


AN IMPORTANT REMINDER 
FROM NHS NURSES

https://www.studentehr.com/
mailto:noreply@studentehr.com
https://needham.powerschool.com/public/


Alerts and Conditions Tab:

• Check that any listed conditions are correct, if they are not, you can make the changes 

for nurses to review.

• Please add any current medications that your child is currently taking in the 

“medications: current” tab.  

• Please add any new conditions under the “Parent Reported” tab. Written 

documentation from your healthcare provider is required in order for the nurse to 
confirm the new health condition.

◦ Click "Attach Documentation" and upload documents as a pdf or jpeg.


• Check current health information. If the information is correct, simply press the 
CONFIRM button at the top of the screen.


Medications Tab:
• Using the “Orders” button in the top right corner, you may attach any prescribed 

medication doctor order(s) from your child's doctor and any medication parental 
consent form(s) which are required for the school nurse to give medication to your 
child.


• Please use the OTCs button in the upper right hand corner to confirm which over the 
counter medication your child may have during this school year. Please click on EACH 
medication to opt your child in or out.


Charts:
• If your child requires any monitoring of blood glucose, peak flow, or blood pressure, 

this is where you will find charts documenting these values.


Screenings: 
• Using the “Upload Proof of Physical” tab in the upper right hand corner: Upload 

physical exam. You can also  attach any documentation from a health care provider 
regarding a screening referral.


Letters:
•   This tab also allows your school nurse to attach forms which you can then read and if 

applicable, sign and send back to your school nurse.


Messages:
• This allows you to contact the school nurse at any time during the school year and will 

alert the school nurse with any messages you send. You can also attach or upload any 
other  information that you would like to have in your child's health record when you 
create a new message.


Forms:
• You can access Needham Public School forms here: Plans for: Allergy, Asthma, 

Diabetes, and Seizures, parent permission forms for medication, and Doctor’s 
permission forms.




While permitted parking has not started, students are welcome to park in the upper lot 
in the student-designated spaces (white-lined parking spots).
 Here is a reminder of the expectations:

• Students may NOT park in any visitor spaces, or staff parking during the 
school day

• Students may NOT create their own parking spaces (ex. the hashed areas in 
the lot, on the hill leading to Rosemary St., etc)

• Please drive slowly and carefully.
• We are monitoring this, and if you are parking in undesignated spaces, you will 

not be eligible to receive a parking permit. Please get to school early to ensure 
you are able to park and get to class on time. 

If you have any questions about parking, please visit Mr. Jean (GLO) or Ms. Doherty 
(Main office).

Permitted Parking begins September 19

The deadline to complete the application process for parking permits will be 
Tuesday, September 12.


In order to be eligible for a parking permit, students must complete both parts 
of the application process by paying the $115 fee and completing the form.


The MySchoolBucks application form has closed. 


The Parking Permit Application is now the waitlist.


Permit pick-up will be next week, more information to come from Mr. Jean.


Parking Reminder: 

SENIOR PARKING 
PERMIT DEADLINE



	 	SENIOR PHOTO 
REMINDERS

- There are upcoming sessions available at the 
school on 9/15, 9/16, and 9/30


- Students can sign up on the Coffee Pond website 
using the code NHS2024

- Any Senior that wishes to be included in the 
Class of 2024 yearbook must have their Senior 
Portrait taken by Coffee Pond, no exceptions or 
outside portraits

- Senior Portraits are different than the images 
taken on school picture day- they are individual 
sessions that you sign up for; see Mr. Jean's letter 
for information 

- Speak with Ms. Bergeron (Katherine) for 
financial assistance for the sitting fee 

- All portraits for the yearbook must be chosen by 
11/30/2023



Thursday, September 14th, 6:30-8:00pm


Zoom Presentation - Panel: Admission Counselors from Harvey Mudd 
College, Syracuse University and the University of Massachusetts 

Amherst. 

We hope all senior parents/guardians will be able to attend the virtual 
Senior Parent Night. We will share the postsecondary planning 
information we presented to the students and welcome college 
admissions representatives for advice/insight about the process, 

including a question and answer period.  The information will be a 
repeat of what was shared with your students, so this presentation is for 

parents and guardians only.  

Zoom link


Department of 
Counseling: 

Senior Family Night

https://needham-k12-ma-us.zoom.us/j/82350097283?pwd=VVlqR1M4SWpKOVpUM3BiajBxZTdBdz09


	 	

Last Minute Reminders
Last day!


Auditions for Needham High School's 
student-led a cappella groups will be held 

after school

Thursday, September 7th from 3-4:15pm in the music wing. 
Auditionees will sing 30-60 seconds of a verse and chorus 
of a song of their choice, and should be prepared to sing 

scales and sing with the group. A sample of vocal percussion 
(or beatboxing) is encouraged, but not required! 

for those with after-school conflicts: 
Thursday September 7  at 6:30pm via 
Zoom. 


Or email head coach Mr. Wexler at 
pjwexler06@gmail.com


Paul Wexler is inviting you to a 
scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Novice Opening Meeting Zoom 
Version 
Time: Sep 7, 2023 06:30 PM Eastern 
Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://needham-k12-ma-us.zoom.us/j/
82365466173?
pwd=TVMxb2VJRm9YbENxNzRXOUNz
dDZCdz09

In lieu of auditions, 
Fermata Nowhere will be 
holding an info session 
on Friday, September 
8th at 2:50pm in the 

Chorus Room

mailto:pjwexler06@gmail.com
https://needham-k12-ma-us.zoom.us/j/82365466173?pwd=TVMxb2VJRm9YbENxNzRXOUNzdDZCdz09
https://needham-k12-ma-us.zoom.us/j/82365466173?pwd=TVMxb2VJRm9YbENxNzRXOUNzdDZCdz09
https://needham-k12-ma-us.zoom.us/j/82365466173?pwd=TVMxb2VJRm9YbENxNzRXOUNzdDZCdz09
https://needham-k12-ma-us.zoom.us/j/82365466173?pwd=TVMxb2VJRm9YbENxNzRXOUNzdDZCdz09


	 	

Please check your emails for more detailed information.

Are you interested in being 
part of the tech crew for this 
year's theater productions?


Please join us for an information 
meeting on Tuesday, September 12th 
at 3pm in the NHS Auditorium.


No experience necessary!


Join the Google Classroom below for 
more information and to get all the 
updates!


https://classroom.google.com/c/
NjMzNDQ1MTQ4ODg1?cjc=jdmmaai


NHS THEATER DEPARTMENT NEWS:

9th Grade Student Council: 

https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMzNDQ1MTQ4ODg1?cjc=jdmmaai
https://classroom.google.com/c/NjMzNDQ1MTQ4ODg1?cjc=jdmmaai


	 	

The Needham High School Boosters Club’s Annual Sticker Drive fundraiser begins the 
weekend of September 30th. 


NHS student athletes will fan out throughout Needham’s neighborhoods, knocking on 
doors, asking residents for a contribution to help support the school’s 75 athletic teams 

and 10 clubs. In return they will receive a Rockets sticker. The Boosters are an all 
volunteer, parent run, non-profit organization. The Boosters provide significant and 

important funding support for the operations and functions of the NHS Athletics program. 
In addition to helping cover department and team level items, the group also serves the 
vital role of offsetting family waiver requests, preventing students from losing out on the 

opportunity to participate in the high school athletics program due to any financial 
hardships or issues. 


Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated and are tax deductible. To donate via 
PayPal or to get more information about the Boosters, please visit: 

www.needhamhighschoolboosters.org

NHS BOOSTERS CLUB’S 
STICKER DRIVE 9/30

Save the date!

http://www.needhamhighschoolboosters.org/
http://www.needhamhighschoolboosters.org/


	 	

Mark your calendars now for the NHS Craft Fair and Bake Sale. Get your Holiday 
shopping done early! Saturday Oct. 28, from 9-3pm at Needham High School. 

We will have 100 local vendors selling handmade high-quality items and an 
amazing bake sale with items baked by community members and donated from 

local restaurants and bakeries. 

Admission is free this year! We kindly ask that you make a donation to the NHS 
Parent Teacher Council to support our school and the student population. 

Interested in helping with the PTC’s biggest fundraiser with a 
fun group of other parents?


Join us as we plan for an exciting and profitable event!


Vendor Application & Invoicing Chair (3-4 hours/month on 
average)

• Computer work running the back-end systems (JotForm, 
MailChimp) for the Craft fair to send/receive Vendor applications 
and invoices

• Comfort level with running software and exporting Excel files 
Digital Publicity Chair (1-2 hours/week on average)

• Build and execute social media strategy for Craft Fair

• Generate, edit, publish and share content regularly (original text, 
images, video or HTML) that encourages attendance


Publicity Chair (1-2 hours/week on average)

• Execute social media and messaging strategy for Craft Fair

• Generate, edit, publish and share content regularly (original text, 
images, video or HTML) that encourages attendance




	 	

NHS Photo Day!


Friday, September 15, 2023           
Day #4                                         
Location: B Gym


Schedule for Friday, 
September 15, 2023:

All students in Grades 9-11 will have their photo 
taken on Friday, September 15, 2023. The 
schedule for reporting to the B Gym is detailed 
below. Reminders: no props or accessories are 
allowed. Masks are not allowed to be worn for 
photos.

Note for Grades 9-11 Students | Purchasing 
Photo Packages:  
Students who have not ordered their photo 
package online, will need to bring their photo 
order envelopes with them. 

Note for Grade 12 Students: 
Grade 12 students who have chosen to not have 
a senior portrait taken are asked to report during 
Period A/Open Session, so that a photo can be 
taken for their school ID and PowerSchool. 

NHS Staff:
All NHS staff are invited to have their photo taken 
for the yearbook. Staff can stop by the B Gym 
throughout the day until 1:40.

Process: 
Please see the schedule below for classes going 
to the B-Gym

Period B: Grade 9 
8:35 - 9:55 (Block 1) 
8:15 - 8:35    600s & 800s
8:35 - 8:45    900s & 100s & Students in
Cafeteria
8:45 - 9:05    200s, 400s, & 450s
9:05 - 9:25    700s, 750s & others

Period C: Grade 10
10:00-11:20 (Block 2) 
9:50 - 10:15    600s & 800s
10:15 - 10:40    900s & 100s 
10:40 - 11:00    200s, 400s, & 450s
11:00 - 11:20   700s, 750s & others

Period D: Grade 11
11:25-12:45 (Block 3 = Lunch block)
11:25 – 11:45    FPA, Science, Wellness
11:50 – 12:15    English, Math, Study
Seminar, Media
12:20 – 12:45    Social Studies, World 
Languages, Skills/PLC/ELL

Period E: 12:50-1:40 - Open
Session
Open session for all staff, students
(late arrivals), and grade 12 students
who are not having a senior portrait
taken. 

PICTURE DAY 9/15





	 	

NHS Parking and Traffic Policies
Please read the following parking and traffic policies carefully. If you have questions, please contact Mr. Pierre Jean. 

SENIOR STUDENT PARKING PERMITS 

Only seniors can apply for a parking permit. Parking permits provide students permission to park in designated on-
campus student parking areas. A permit does not guarantee a parking spot. Only one permit per student will be issued. 
Seniors will receive a separate communication containing information as to when permits may be purchased. The permit 
fee for 2023-2024 is $115.00.

Seniors who choose not to purchase a parking permit, or underclass students with licenses, may park in identified and 
available spaces in the Memorial Field parking lot free of charge. All traffic rules and expectations must be followed or 
violators face tickets and/or towing. 

NHS student parking rules and regulations will be strictly enforced: 

Students are expected to drive with caution when entering and leaving the NHS campus and while driving on adjacent 
streets. 

The speed limit on campus is 10 mph. Any cell phone use while driving is strictly prohibited. 

Parking permit number must match the vehicle(s) license plate number(s) as recorded. 

Students may purchase one (1) parking sticker. If it is lost or stolen, a replacement fee will be applied. 

Students are not allowed to park in staff lots, or visitor or handicapped parking spaces. 

Permits are NON-TRANSFERRABLE. If it is found that a student loaned, sold, or gave their parking permit to 
another student, all students involved will lose parking privileges for the school year. 

If a student drives multiple vehicles, the permit may be used with the vehicle they are driving to school that day. All 
vehicles must be registered to that specific permit. 

Students are expected to place trash in the receptacles available. If the parking lot is found to have excessive trash, the 
entire lot may be closed to ALL students. 

NPS/NHS is not responsible for theft or damage to vehicles or a vehicle’s contents. 

Vehicles that do not display a valid parking permit, or are parked in a staff, visitor, or handicapped parking space will be 
subject to towing at the vehicle owner’s expense.  



	 	

The Needham High School Open House for all Parents and Guardians will be held on
Thursday, September, 28, 2023, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Parents and Guardians will have an opportunity to visit their child’s classes. The schedule will
follow a Day 1 rotation. It will be helpful for you to have your child’s schedule. The template
below is provided for your convenience.

TIME PERIOD COURSE TEACHER ROOM #

6:30-6:45 HOMEROOM

6:50-7:00 A

7:05-7:15 B

7:20-7:30 C

7:35-7:45 D

7:50-8:00 E

8:05-8:15 F

8:20-8:30 G



	 	

The NHS School Council is looking for one new parent 
member. The Council meets most months and focuses 
on school policies, the School Improvement Plan, and is 

charged with disseminating a scholarship each winter. The 
meetings are the first Wednesday of the month from 

5:30-7pm. 


If you are interested in taking part, please email Aaron 
Sicotte with an explanation of your interest in the position 
by Friday 9/20. All interested people will hear back the 

following week. 




	 	

Lost and Found 
Students who find lost items can bring them to the lost and found area located in 
the Main Office. Students who lose items are welcome to come to the Main Office 

where they can fill out the Lost and Found form. The lost and found bin will be 
available throughout the school year and items are typically donated before school 

breaks if they are not claimed. 
Helpful suggestion: Labeling items such as lunch bags or articles of clothing with a 

student’s name can make it easier to locate the owners when belongings are 
misplaced. 

BULLETINS AND OTHER INFO



	 	



	 	

SPAN and the 
Needham High PTC 

Presents Special Host: 
What parents need to know to 

keep kids safe.
Attorney John Schefft, Needham Police Chief John Schlittler, and Dr 

Paula McEvoy discuss the Massachusetts Social Host Law.

The Link to watch the video:

https://youtu.be/S1pUehD3ofg

Parents & Guardians,

As I have been transitioning in my role as the Director of Counseling, 7-12, I have 
been speaking with members of the staff and administration about their 
experience with the Counseling Department. Part of my entry plan includes 
wanting to hear from you, the parents and guardians. I invite you to complete 
this brief survey to offer your feedback and suggestions on how we can best meet 
the social/emotional/academic needs of our students. I appreciate your time in 
doing so and look forward to reading your responses.

Dana Plunkett

Director of Counseling, 7-12


A Message from Dana Plunkett, Director of Counseling

In case you missed it, notices from NFTH 8/31:

https://youtu.be/S1pUehD3ofg
https://forms.gle/3FZbPDSByLUk1B4u6


In case you missed it: 
News From the Hill, Summer 2023 edition!

View here: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/
1523NNGWclt1WRJIyOx7cmzy359lRX2E5yEOI8qhf274/

edit#heading=h.np1tlmxhlrsl

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1523NNGWclt1WRJIyOx7cmzy359lRX2E5yEOI8qhf274/edit#heading=h.np1tlmxhlrsl
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1523NNGWclt1WRJIyOx7cmzy359lRX2E5yEOI8qhf274/edit#heading=h.np1tlmxhlrsl
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1523NNGWclt1WRJIyOx7cmzy359lRX2E5yEOI8qhf274/edit#heading=h.np1tlmxhlrsl


Peer Tutor Program matches elementary and middle school students (grades 3-8) 
to high school students (grades 10-12) to meet once weekly for academic support at 
the Needham Public Library! More details and registration here: https://
needhamprograms.myrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx?CategoryID=1550&type=

We are excited to offer a Youth Mental Health First Aid certification course, which 
is an interactive course designed to teach adults who work with youth how to 
understand signs of mental health and substance use challenges. Anyone who 
works closely with youth are strongly encouraged to take advantage of this program. 
Virtual course offered on September 27, 2023 and in-person offered October 
24, 2023. More details and registration here: https://needhamprograms.myrec.com/
info/activities/default.aspx?CategoryID=1550&type=

A MESSAGE 
FROM YOUTH & 
FAMILY SERVICES

In case you missed it, notices from NFTH 8/31:

https://needhamprograms.myrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx?CategoryID=1550&type=
https://needhamprograms.myrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx?CategoryID=1550&type=
https://needhamprograms.myrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx?CategoryID=1550&type=
https://needhamprograms.myrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx?CategoryID=1550&type=
https://needhamprograms.myrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx?CategoryID=1550&type=
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